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May God bless you, and may God bless your
families, and may God continue to bless our
great country. Thanks for being here.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:48 p.m. in the
Jacqueline Kennedy Garden at the White House.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report of the
National Science Board

April 22, 2004

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with 42 U.S.C. 1863(j)(1), I
transmit herewith a report prepared for the
Congress and the Administration by the Na-
tional Science Board entitled, “Science and
Engineering Indicators—2004.” This report
represents the sixteenth in the series exam-
ining key aspects of the status of science and
engineering in the United States.

George W. Bush

The White House,
April 22, 2004.

Remarks at Rookery Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve in
Naples, Florida

April 23, 2004

Thank you all very much. Thanks for com-
ing. Please be seated if you have a chair. If
you don’t have a chair, don’t be seated.
[Laughter] So yesterday I was in Wells,
Maine, talking about the environment, and
my mother showed up. [Laughter] So today
I am in South Florida talking about the envi-
ronment, and my brother shows up. [Laugh-
ter] And you all showed up. Thanks for com-
ing. It's great to be here at the Rookery Bay
Reserve. What a special place. I like to call
it a little slice of heaven.

This week we observed Earth Day. And
one way to honor the day is to honor those
citizens in our country who understand the
definition of stewardship, citizens who work
to make sure that our environment is as clean
as possible. And that’s what we're here to
do today.
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It also happens to be National Volunteer
Week. So, yes. And what is easy to under-
stand is one of the reasons why the Rookery
is such a place, is because of the volunteers
who have come on a daily basis to make this
a special place. My first task is to thank you
for being such good stewards of Florida’s nat-
ural beauty. Thank you for not only pro-
tecting it, but thank you for enhancing it. And
a person who gets a lot of credit for that is
my brother. Jeb has been a—J[applause].

I spent some quality time with Gary
Lytton, who is the director here, by the way.
Gary, I want to thank you for your service.
Gary is a joyful person—([laughter]—because
he likes what he’s doing, and he loves this
part of the world. And it’s clear that there’s
a great sense of ownership when you talk to
Gary. Gary is interested in not only pre-
serving beauty; he’s interested in learning as
much as possible to share the knowledge
across our country.

He’s also pretty good about lining up these
volunteers and making sure they work.
[Laughter] 1 said, “Does Gary keep you
working?” He said, “You bet.” [Laughter]
That's good. That’s called leadership. But
Gary, thanks for what you're doing. He tells
me that much of the property bought here
is a result of the bonding issue that Jeb
pushed to make sure that much of the great
State of Florida is protected and preserved
throughout the years to come.

I know there’s a lot of politics when it
comes to the environment. But what I like
to do is focus on results, and you've got your-
self a results-oriented Governor when it
comes to protecting this environment.

And T know Colleen is doing good work.
Good to see you again, Colleen. Thanks for
coming out to say hello.

We traveled down from Washington with
two Members of the United States Congress.
First, from down the road and kind of over
would be Mario Diaz-Balart. Where are you,
Mario? Thank you. I appreciate you coming.
And finally, a person who has earned a great
reputation on a Variety of fronts, one as a
strong believer and supporter of national se-
curity and the intelligence-gathering services
of our country but also a man who has got
a fantastic reputation for being careful and
thoughtful about the environment here on
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the West Coast of Florida, and that’s Porter
Goss. Thank you, Porter.

I want to thank the mayor who is here,
Mayor Bill Barnett. Where are you, Mayor?
Yes, thank you, buddy. Thanks for coming.
I'm proud you're here. My only advice is to
make sure you empty the garbage on a reg-
ular basis—([laughter|—maybe fill a pothole
or two. [Laughter] But thanks for coming.
I think I'd rather be President than mayor.
At least my phone number isn't in the
phonebook. [Laughter]

I appreciate all the other local officials who
are here. I know you care as much as the
mayor does and Porter does about making
sure the environment is strong, the protec-
tion process is in place so that our natural
beauty can be enhanced as this part of the
world becomes more populated.

I want to thank David Eisner, who is the
CEO of the Corporation for National and
Community Service. Thank you for coming,
David. I see David. Appreciate you coming.
David is in charge of a lot of important pro-
grams, one of which is AmeriCorps. I'm a
strong believer in AmeriCorps.

I want to thank the—where are my
AmeriCorps buddies? There they are. Did
you change shirts? [Laughter] You look too
pretty. [Laughter] I was out there watching
them help get rid of the invasees—invasive
grasses and species that is threatening the
watersheds and threatening the wetlands.
They're doing good work. These are good
kids from around the country who are dedi-
cating time to help America, whether it be
teaching kids how to read and write, add and
subtract or out here in the hinterlands of
South Florida, protecting the environment.
It’s really neat to be with you all. I want to
thank you for your service, thank you for your
hard work, and may God continue to bless
you and your families as you pursue your
dreams.

As Jeb mentioned, my administration is
committed to conserving Florida’s natural
beauty. In January 2002, I joined your Gov-
ernor in signing an important agreement. In
order to make sure enough fresh water would
go to the Everglades, the Federal Govern-
ment and the State agreed to install large
pumps and build canals and large freshwater
storage areas. In other words, my administra-
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tion recognized the importance of the Ever-
glades to not only the State of Florida but
to our country, and we will continue to work
with Jeb and the State to make sure the Ever-
glades is vibrant, alive, and available for fu-
ture generations of Americans.

In 2002, the Federal Government bought
back the rights to oil and gas development
in parts of the Everglades and in the Destin
Dome area offshore from Pensacola. This ac-
tion helped to protect the Big Cypress Na-
tional Preserve, the Florida Panther National
Wildlife Refuge, and the Ten Thousand Is-
lands National Wildlife Refuge. As you can
see, there is no ambiguity in my position on
drilling off the coast of Florida.

We have done more. Working with com-
munity leaders, this State and the Federal
Government in 2001 established the
Tortugas Ecological Reserve, a 200 square
mile area west of the Florida Keys. This is
one of the largest protected marine areas in
America. This preserve of coral reefs and sea
grasses is home to countless species of fish
and wildlife, and protecting it was vital to
the future, as we allow the public to enjoy
its beauty.

Now we've been working with the State
of Florida. We've been working hard because
we share a common goal to conserve our en-
vironment, to do our duty as stewards of this
beautiful part of the world.

Here at Rookery Bay, you see how impor-
tant wetlands are to protecting 150 species
of birds and many threatened and endan-
gered animals. Across Florida, citizens un-
derstand that the wetlands are essential to
a healthy, diverse environment and to the
tourism and recreation that bring millions of
visitors to your State every year. In other
words, a good environment will help the
tourism industry to continue to flourish. The
two go hand in hand. Many people of Florida
understand that dynamic. I certainly under-
stand it as well.

Of all the coastal wetlands in the lower
48 States, 20 percent are right here in Flor-
ida. This is a legacy we need to protect and
pass along. And so, today I want to talk about
how the Government can do its part—that
is, the Federal Government.

Yesterday in Maine, I announced an ambi-
tious national goal. First of all, I don’t set
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goals unless I think we can meet them, and
this is an ambitious goal that we can meet.
For years, our Nation has sought to slow the
loss of wetlands. Now I believe we must
change that goal to one that says, “We’ll have
an overall increase in wetlands every year.
Instead of just reducing loss, the goal of this
country must be to increase wetlands.”

To accomplish this objective, my adminis-
tration will work to restore, to improve, and
to protect at least 3 million acres of wetlands
over the next 5 years. First part of the strat-
egy is to restore at least one million acres
of wetlands that do no exist today. Through
expanded incentive and partnership meas-
ures such as the Department of Agriculture’s
Wetland Reserve Program, and through new
grants under the Interior Department’s
North American Wetlands Conservation Act,
we can expand wetlands. By the way, the
North American Wetlands Conservation Act,
Jeb, was signed by Dad.

The idea is to provide incentives and grant
money to allow wetlands to return where
they once existed. And it’s possible to do so.
It’s very feasible to do so. We can provide
incentives, for example, to farmers and
ranchers to stop cultivating areas that were
once wetlands, and we will do just that. This
is a commonsense way of expanding the wet-
lands across America.

Secondly, we will improve the quality of
another million acres of existing wetlands
through expanded public-private efforts such
as the Interior Department’s Partners for
Fish and Wildlife Program, as well as the use
of NOAA’s Coastal Wetlands Planning, Pro-
tection and Restoration Program.

Before I—I'm going to expand on that—
I do want to thank the NOAA folks who are
here. I'm proud you're here. Thank you for
your good work. Yes, I saw you over there.
I thought for a minute it said NCAA, then
I realized it said NOAA. [Laughter]

I also want to thank the folks who work
for the Ag Department who are here, and
I want to thank the folks who work for the
Interior Department who are here. Thank
you for being openminded as you work in
a collaborative way with State and local gov-
ernment.

You see, too many wetlands are degraded
and can no longer support healthy wildlife
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populations. So they need to be restored, and
that’s what this aspect of the strategy will do.
That's what's happening back over here.
These plants invaded, these nonnatives came,
and they're making it difficult for the wet-
lands to flourish. And so we've got to put
programs in place that help Mother Nature.
See, Mother Nature can’t do it itself. Mother
Nature can’t retake the land unless there’s
alittle help from us.

And so the second phase is to make sure
the wetlands that have been degraded are
revitalized and restored. The Everglades is
a great wetlands area. So you hear me talking
about wetlands, think Everglades, as well as
other parts of this State.

The problem the Everglades—one of the
problems has been that nonnative plants
have invaded. And so one of the things we're
going to do is encourage programs that will
remove the invasive species to allow the na-
tive vegetation to return. It sounds simple,
but it’s hard work, and it requires Federal
Government support. And I'm willing to
dedicate that support because I understand
how important wetlands are.

Third, we’ll protect an additional one mil-
lion acres of wetlands that are currently at
risk by increasing grants for land protection
programs and by making it easier for farmers
and other landowners to participate in these
programs.

We'll encourage landowners to place ease-
ments on their wetlands—on the wetland
portion of their property. That'll help migra-
tory birds find nesting areas. That'll be good
for the ducks. That’ll be good for other birds
that are traveling long distances in their win-
ter—on their winter flights.

It is vital that there be good education,
but it’s vital that there also be good incentive
programs to remind landowners about a re-
sponsibility that they have and the capacity
to make a difference in the wildlife of our
country.

Some people need to be reminded—one
of my favorite phrases: If you own your own
farm or ranch, every day is Earth Day, by
the way. Laura and I are doing our bit by
restoring natural grasses to our ranch. She
wants to become a Little Blue Stem grass
seed distributor so that others will grow na-
tive grasses. It's amazing what happens when
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we restored our little part of heaven to native
grasses. Bobwhite quail are returning. Birds
are showing up that we hadn’t seen before.
It’s a fantastic experience. It’s the same thing
you are doing here, and it’s the same concept
we've got to do to encourage others who own
their land, to understand the incredible op-
portunity they have to make a vital contribu-
tion to the wetlands of our country and to
the environmental prosperity of our country
as well.

To meet the goal of wetland expansion,
we've got to commit money, of course. You
just can’t lay out a goal unless they’re willing
to support. And my administration is pre-
pared to do so, as I said. We did a good thing
in the farm bill, the 2002 farm bill, which
is still in place. One of the most important
aspects of the farm bill was the conservation
title. It was a strong expansion of Federal
money available to encourage farmers to ex-
pand areas on their farms, like wetlands. It
is an important part of meeting this national
goal.

As well I'm sending a budget up to Con-
gress—or have sent a budget up to Congress
for 2005 that proposes a—$349 million ex-
penditures on two key wetlands programs,
which, by the way, is an increase of 50 per-
cent since 2001. In other words, we’re going
to help people restore wetlands. It’s in our
national interest we do so, and it’s an impor-
tant priority that we get it done.

Citizens have an important part—a role to
play in this as well, and that’s—it’s really im-
portant for those of us in positions of respon-
sibility to remind people that you can’t have
good environmental stewardship if you rely
solely on the Federal Government. I mean,
the Federal Government can help, but we’re
the land of the mighty lawsuit. [Laughter]
There’s all kinds of lawsuits up there. The
best way to get things done is to be a helper
and encourage people, just like is doing here.
I mean, this is a good example. It's why we
came here: It’s working. We came here to
herald what’s possible when all levels of gov-
ernment and local citizens decide to make
a difference in the community in which they
live.

And so today when I landed, in order to
send a clear signal about how important vol-
untarism is, I presented the President’s Vol-
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unteer Service Award to Neala Hoch. Where
are you, Neala? Oh, there you are. Thanks.
Thanks for coming. She’s taking time out of
her life to be involved with Keep America
Beautiful and its affiliates, for 20 years. She’s
a citizen who deserves our thanks, just like
many of you all do.

You know, they talk about America’s
strength a lot of times, and they say, “Well,
America is strong because of our military.”
And by the way, I intend to keep the military
strong to keep the peace. Or they say, “We're
strong because we’re prosperous.” And we’re
getting prosperous, and we need to be even
more prosperous, and I think we will be. But
the real strength is in the hearts and souls
of our citizens. That's where our true
strength. That’s why we're a strong nation.

And it happens—and that strength is dis-
played here, or it’s displayed when somebody
says to someone, “I love you. What can I
do to help you?” It’s displayed when people
feed the hungry. It’s displayed when people
provide shelter to the homeless. The great
strength of America is displayed when some-
body mentors a child. That’s the strength of
the country. And the best way that happens
is when volunteers step up and say, “I care
about the community in which I live, and
Iintend to do something about it.”

And so today, at National Volunteer Week,
I want to thank a member of the army of
compassion and all the rest of you who are
soldiers in the armies of compassion. I want
to thank you for what you do to make Amer-
ica a better place.

And by the way, if you're interested in vol-
unteering, I've set up what’s called USA
Freedom Corps. It’s a clearinghouse for
projects—yes, there you go. It’s a clearing-
house for—a place where people can find—
to match their desires with what is needed
in the communities all across America. You
can find it at www.usafreedomcorps.gov. See,
all you got to do is get on this web page,
and it will link you up to different opportuni-
ties, whether it be Scouting or whether it be
environmental protection. There’s all kinds
of opportunities across the country just ask-
ing for your help.

So on National Volunteer Week, I call
upon our fellow citizens to serve our country

by helping somebody in need. And by doing
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so, this society will change, one heart and
one soul at a time. No, the strength of this
country is the fact that were a nation full
of compassionate, decent, honorable, loving
citizens. And it is my honor to be the Presi-
dent of such a country.

May God bless you, and may God continue
to bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida;
Gary Lytton, director, Rookery Bay National Es-
tuarine Research Reserve; Colleen M. Castille,
secretary, Florida Department of Environmental
Protection; and Mayor Bill Barnett of Naples, FL.

Memorandum on Determination and
Certification Under Section 8(b) of
the Iran and Libya Sanctions Act

April 23, 2004

Presidential Determination No. 2004—-30

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination and Certification
under Section 8(b) of the Iran and Libya
Sanctions Act

Pursuant to section 8(b) of the Iran and
Libya Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note), as amended
(Public Law 107-24), I hereby determine
and certify that Libya has fulfilled the re-
quirements of United Nations Security
Council Resolution 731, adopted January 21,
1992, United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 748, adopted March 31, 1992, and
United Nations Security Council Resolution
883, adopted November 11, 1993.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this determination and certification to
the appropriate congressional committees
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.
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Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 17
In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

April 18
In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

April 19

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Jose Luis
Rodriguez Zapatero of Spain to discuss the
withdrawal of Spanish military forces from
Iraq. He then had a telephone conversation
with President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa
to congratulate him on his party’s April 14
election victory and to discuss the situation
in the Middle East.

Later in the morning, the President had
an intelligence briefing.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President met with Ahmed Al-Samarrai,
president, and Iman Sabeeh, member of the
executive office, National Olympic Com-
mittee of Iraq.

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Harrisburg, PA, where, upon arrival,
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer
Patrick Leonard. He then traveled to Her-
shey, PA. Later, he traveled to Pittsburgh,
PA, where, upon arrival, he met with USA
Freedom Corps volunteer Betty Pakula.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

April 20

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Buf-
falo, NY. While en route aboard Air Force
One, he had a telephone conversation with
former President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain.
Upon arrival in Buffalo, he met with USA
Freedom Corps volunteer Frank Brusino.



